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Aveterinary cooperative aimed at helping America’s independent
\ets compete against chains and big-box stores has started 3 Search
taking membership applications.
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The \kterinary Cooperative (TVC) has researched the E
marketplace for two years and chief executive Richard Morris
said it expects to get 5000 members over the next five years.
Olympics & Paralympics — London 2012
Morris said the aim of the cooperative was to improve animal
hospital owners’ purchasing power and senice options so they
could compete with the buying power of the much bigger
providers.

Morris said recent trends in the industry, including the entry of
Wal-Mart into the market for selling prescriptions for pets, and
The Fairness to Pet Owners Act that would require veterinarians
to provide written disclosure that customers can fill a
prescription off-site, threaten the ability of independent

veterinarians to compete. {
" Where to watch, all the news
“Small vet clinics don’t have the sales volume, skills, staff or ime
to negotiate on their own, especially when corporately owned Sites
hospitals, chains and online players promote retail prices that
are below independent operators’ costs,” Morris said. ~4€'STUD SITES ~¢€HONE SITES
Caithness Stud Breed-Ezy Foaling Alarms
TVC's chief advisory officer, veterinarian Don Holst, who owns Arlington Park \kterinary Hospital in Rolling E:ﬁ?;a fp'gaé@g; _ Errﬁtm l;:m'er Ltd
. . .. . L . stdale Riding Ponies enham
Meadows, lllinois, said better pricing was an important objective, but it would not stop there. Eyreleigh Sport Horses Grand National
Kaitake Sport Ponies Horse-Racing.co.uk
“There is more money to be made for an independent veterinarian by sharing best practices in operations, Kazmere Stud Jump Rails
i : » Parklands Pony Stud Naturally Equine
marketing, and patient care. Tlyho Comemaras NI All-Breeds Show
. . . n o . Vollrath Hanov erians Roddy Wood Polo
TVC will also dewelop tools that members can use to improwe their pricing decisions and automatically Woodfield Park
update their practice management systems. Each veterinary practice will still make its own independent ¢ ORGANISATIONS
. . . . . -’ ARABIAN SITES NZ Connemara Society
decisions, but will be armed with better tools and information. Alrora Stud *Crabbets NZ Farriers Assn
Desert Heritage Arabians ~ Aust/NZ Friesian Society
Based on market research and the enthusiastic response at veterinary shows, Morris believes the co-op can Sefzame A;abians {\{ZhHSnovirtiago?ciety
acquire atleast 5000 members within the next five years. csewood Fam W Draudlt Socety
NZ Warmblood Assn

“When it does, it will be a powerful force in the market, with more buying power and locations than many of
the big-box stores.”

TVC will be owned by its independent veterinary members. .
Subscribe to E-news

To subscribe to our e-news simply add your email

More information: ww. TVC.coop. below. Aconfirmation email will be sent to you!
TVC's board, in addition to Dr Holst, includes: Amir Shanan DV, owner of Compassionate Veterinary Care in Chicago; Ronald Anders, First name

DWM owner of County Animal Clinic, Inc. Coldwater, Ohio; and Scott Carlin, owner of APC Veterinary Clinic in Tulsa, OK.
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